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Spanish Colonial Era Cards 
 

In 1682, the Spaniards established the first Texas 
missions near present-day El Paso. Corpus 
Christi de la Ysleta was the first. The purpose of 
this mission was to spread Christianity to Native 
Americans. Corpus Christi de la Ysleta was 
successful. Spain promised to build more. 

Father Damian Massanet and Alonso de Leon 
convinced the viceroy of New Spain to colonize 
Texas. De Leon and Massanet colonized the 
“land of the Tejas” with several priests and 
soldiers. Two missions were opened. (1690) 

In October of 1693, the Spanish closed their East 
Texas missions. After 20 years, Father Francisco 
Hidalgo contacted French Catholic priests to 
provide religious services to the local Caddo 
Indians. This request worried the Spanish 
government. 

Mission San Francisco de los Tejas was 
reopened and six more missions were built along 
the Neches River. The opening of these missions 
in East Texas led Spain to build a support post 
near the San Antonio River, the midway point to 
the Rio Grande. (1714) 

On May 1, 1718, Spain established Mission San 
Antonio de Valero, a presidio and a permanent 
settlement. The settlement would eventually 
become the city of San Antonio and the capital of 
Texas. 

French soldiers are sent to capture a Spanish 
mission near present-day Nacogdoches. They 
took what they could from the mission including 
the chickens. Some Spaniards escaped but this 
incident forced the Spanish from East Texas. The 
incident is known as the Chicken War. 

The Spanish returned to East Texas in 1721 led 
by Marques de San Miguel de Aguayo to reopen 
the East Texas missions.  A civil settlement grew 
in the area, strengthening Spanish claim. In the 
end, Spain had a firm hold in Texas with ten 
missions and four presidios. 

Spain’s hold on Texas became stronger when 
they colonized Texas with colonists from the 
Canary Islands. The Spanish gave these 
colonists money, land, and supplies to colonize 
Texas. They settled present-day San Antonio. 

In 1763 Spain gained control of Louisiana. The 
French threat was gone, and maintaining the 
costly missions was a strain on Spain’s finances, 
so Spain decided to close the East Texas 
missions. Three of the missions were moved to 
San Antonio, making a total of five missions 
there. 

In 1748, Count Jóse de Escandón settled 3000 
soldiers, priests, and settlers along the Rio 
Grande and the Nueces rivers. Fifteen missions 
were established and he moved La Bahia mission 
and presidio to present-day Goliad. Laredo was 
one of the towns settled. 

Once Spain felt there was no longer a threat by 
the French, they decided to leave East Texas and 
move their missions to San Antonio. Some 
priests and soldiers wanted to move back to East 
Texas. Led by Colonel Antonio Gil Y’Barbo, 
Nacogdoches was founded in 1779. 

By the 1800s, about 3500 colonists lived in 
Texas. The population was concentrated in three 
main areas, the missions in San Antonio, La 
Bahia and Nacogdoches. About 700 more 
colonists lived in present day south Texas. 

 


